
How to use a Microscope  

 

General rules:   

a. Clean the objective and ocular only with lens tissue 

b. Always return the scope to the 4x objective, lower the stage, turn off the light, and cover back up 

when you are done. 

c. Never force your controls 

d. The lenses “click” into place.  If you do not feel a positive click you have not centered your lens 

e. Notify your instructor of any broken slides or any other problems. 

 

Step by step on how to use the scope: 

 

1. Select microscope 

2. Take cover off scope 

3. Turn on the light to insure you have a working scope.  If it does not turn on notify your instructor. 

4. Lower the stage. You may do this with the course adjustment knob.  Do not force any movements.  

5. Turn objective to 4x (the red banded objective) by rotating the nosepiece 

6. Place slide, label up on stage.  This is held by the stage clips against the back of the stage.  It does not go 

under any clip but is held in place by a curved spring loaded clip.  

7. Use the left right, and front to back stage controls to center image on slide over the light source 

8. Look through the objective and course focus until you get a sharp image.  Do not adjust this without 

looking through the objective lens. 

9. Once you have course focused you may get more detail using the fine focus. 

10. Once fully focused do not take it out of focus to do this next step which is to now turn the objective to 10 

x.  

11. Use the Fine focus only to sharpen this image. 

12. Turn objective to 40 x 

13. Fine focus and inspect your image.  

 

With each new slide you will: 

14. Return objective to 4x (do this first. You could damage the slide otherwise) 

15. Return stage to lowest position (do this second.  If the objective is at 4x you are less likely to damage the 

slide) 

16. Return your old slide to the box it came from  

 

At the end of the day you will do steps 14-16 and  

 

17. Turn off light 

18. Replace cover. 


